Nombre: _______________________

Entierro de la sardina

In Spain, Carnaval is one of the biggest festivals of the year.  People all over the country get together for local parades full of elaborate costumes, decorations, food, music, and dance.  The spirit of Carnaval fills the air with joyous celebrations.  What makes this festival unique in Spain is a particular tradition that takes place every year.  It is called Entierro de la sardina, which means “Burial of the Sardine”.  

This tradition typically occurs at the end of the desfile, where people gather to bury or sometimes burn a symbolic figure of a sardina.  It is meant to be a symbolic burial of the past, allowing society to be reborn and transformed.  In Spain, festivals often end with ceremonies in which a symbol representing excess is burned or destroyed.  In Carnaval, it marks the ending of the festivities and the beginning of a time of reflection.

Before the ceremony, the city creates a giant sardina made of papel maché and decorated.  The creation is put into a real or cardboard coffin and pulled through the streets during the desfile.  People of the town, including men, dress up like dolientes, or mourners.  They wear black dresses and lace veils and weep loudly in the streets.  The ceremony includes a mock funeral for the fish where people “mourn” their feeling of sadness for the ending of the celebrations.

A few stories explain the original meaning of this tradition.  One tells of the 17th century when King Charles III of Spain decided to celebrate the end of Carnaval with his people.  A picnic was arranged and plenty of food and wine were offered to everyone.  Seafood is a typical food or snack in Spain, so naturally it was part of the feast.  However, it was unusually hot that day and eventually the sardines began to smell extremely unpleasant.  The only way to get ride of the smell was to bury the sardines!  The people apparently wept as now there was no free food and ahead of them were the lean days of Lent. 

