Court painter

Velasquez's job was 'court painter'; he painted many portraits of the Spanish royal family . One was "Las Meninas" ("Ladies-in-Waiting") . Many art historians rate it as the World's best-ever painting! It inspired Picasso to paint 36 versions of it two centuries later.

What happens in the painting?

Although the focus of "Las Meninas" is the 5-year-old Princess, it's unusual for its time in that it also shows the artist himself. He portrays himself at work, (see below ) standing by a tall canvas pn which he is painting the King of Spain (the Princess's father) and his Queen.

Velasquez left the royal couple out of the picture, as if they were standing about where YOU are, looking at this scene - but he did show them in a mirror on the back wall. The young Princess Margarita has come in to watch with her maids and dwarf (an entertainer); a nobleman stands in the door-way at the back.

It is noticeable that Velasquez puts the characters who are least important in Spanish society to the front: the dog, the dwarf and the artist (who counted as a workman).

Those of high status are shown the smallest. Some people think he was making a secret statement that everybody is really equal - a dangerous idea in Spain at that time.

