Preterite (ONE TIME)

1. Specific Action

2. When you BEGIN or FINISH something

3. When you BECOME something

4.  Short endings with accents 

AR verbs


Yo

-é

Tu

-aste

El/Ella

-ó

Nosotros 
-amos

Ellos/Ellas
-aron
ER/IR verbs

Yo

-í

Tu

-iste

El/Ella

-ió

Nosotros
-imos

Ellos/Ellas
-ieron

Ejemplo:


Yo subí las escaleras.


I went up the stairs.


Ellos encontraron el tesoro.


They found the treasure.

Imperfect (ONGOING)

1. Age

2. Weather

3. Emotional States

4. What you were doing WHEN something occurred

5. Habitual Past Actions

6. Time

7. Longer endings

AR verbs


Yo

-aba

Tu

-abas

El/Ella

-aba

Nosotros 
-abamos

Ellos/Ellas
-aban
ER/IR verbs

Yo

-ía

Tu

-ías
El/Ella

-ía

Nosotros
-íamos

Ellos/Ellas
-ían
Ejemplo:


Yo vivía con mis padres.


I was living with my parents.


Ella le gustaba jugar los deportes.


She used to like playing sports.

